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He put into the forefront the task of conducting extensive

educational work.   It was necessary., he said, to create "a broad and firm

basis of conviction for the new production tasks."*

At this crucial moment, at the turning point from war to peaceful economic
construction, the Trotskyites launched an attack against the Party. Trotsky
advocated a policy of immediately converting the trade unions into state
organizations, of '"shaking up" the trade unions, as he called it, and of
regimenting and bullying the masses.. The sole object of this policy was to
rouse the workers against the Party and to split die working class. This
would have been fatal for the proletarian dictatorship. Trotsky's attack was
Mowed up by attacks by other anti-Party groups, such as the Anarcho-
syndicalist "Workers5 Opposition," led by Shlyapnikov, the "Democratic
Centralists'* led by Rykov, and the "Left Communists" led by Bukharin.
It was they who forced upon the Party what was known as the "trade union
discussion" concerning the function of the trade unions under the proletarian
dictatorship.

Lenin hurled himself upon these enemies of the Party and disrupters
of Party unity with his characteristic determination and relentlessness. He
regarded the campaign launched by the Trotskyites and the other anti-Party
groups as an attack upon the dictatorship of the proletariat and as an attempt
to break the alliance between the working class and the peasantry.

He immediately replied to the politically harmful and dangerous platform
proposed by the Trotskyites in a speech he delivered at a meeting of the
Central Committee of the Party in November 1920; and on December 30
he spoke on the functions of the trade unions at a meeting of the Bolshevik
delegates to the Eighth Congress of Soviets and leading trade union officials.
He showed that the Trotskyites were confusing the trade unions with military
organizations. He denounced their attempts to draw a contrast between the
trade unions and the Party and revealed how dangerous the Trotskyite and
other anti-Party platforms were for the proletarian dictatorship. He directed
Ms main blow at the Trotskyites as the principal anti-Party group.

In January 1921, he attacked the opposition groups in an article entitled
"The Party Crisis" and in a pamphlet entitled Once Again On the Trade
Unwnsy in which he expounded and amplified the Marxist view of the
functions of the trade unions under the proletarian dictatorship and showed
that they served as a reservoir of state power, as a school of unity and solid-
arity, a school of Administration and management of industry, and as a school
of Communism. He exposed the anti-Marxist theoretical and political
fallacies of Trotsky, Bukharin and Shlyapnikov on the trade union question
and showed that they were substituting eclectics for dialectics. He called
upon the Party to give a strong rebuff to all the anti-Party groups.

The great service that Lenin rendered in the course of this trade union
discussion was that he revealed the true significance of the conflict within
the Party. He showed that all the anti-Party groups were actually contending
against the leading role played by the Party, against the alliance between the
working dass and the peasantry, and against the proletarian dictatorship.
In this struggle Lenin received the loyal backing of Stalin, and together the]/
repelled the attacks of the opponents of Leninism on the unity of the Party.

la March 1921, the Tenth Congress of the Bolshevik Party was held
The preparations for the congress and the congress itself were directed b)
Lesoin. He was the reporter on the main questions on the agenda, such as
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